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Hello everyone, my name is Sharon Sankar and I am the Director of Admissions for 

the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Manitoba – or as we 

know it APEGM. 

My presentation today is going to focus on the steps you will need to take in order to 

become a Professional Engineer or Geoscientist in Manitoba.
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First, a brief overview. 

Engineering and Geoscience in Canada is regulated by the province/territory. Engineers 
Canada and the Canadian Council of Professional Geoscientists are umbrella 
organizations to which most of the  provinces and territories belong - but these 
organizations have no regulatory power. Their function is to provide guidelines on issues 
which affect all provinces. However, the decision whether or not to implement those 
guidelines is up to each province. 

It is not necessary be a professional or engineer or geoscientist in order to do 
engineering/geoscience work in Manitoba. If you are supervised by a professional member 
registered in Manitoba who takes responsibility for your work, you are allowed to do 
engineering or geoscience work. In fact, once you become registered as an member-in-
training, you are required to do engineering/geoscience work in order to eventually become 
registered.

Finally, to make it a bit more tangible – we are the ones who give you the engineering or 
geoscience seal and allow you to append the letters, P.Eng. or P.Geo. after your name. 
Even though you may do supervised engineering/geoscience work – it is illegal to imply that 
you are an engineer/geoscientist or professional engineer or geoscientist if you are not, in 
fact, registered in Manitoba. 

The next slide will give you a brief overview of the process of getting registered as an 
engineer/geoscientist.
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Getting registered in Manitoba involves a two-step process – the Academic 

Assessment program and the Pre-Registration program.

Persons who have graduated from accredited Canadian engineering programs - will 

not have to follow the first step which is the Academic Assessment program. 

However, those of you who have taken your Bachelor’s of Engineering or 

Geoscience from universities outside of Canada or from non-accredited programs

within Canada will have to go through this preliminary step. This process is covered 

further on near the end of this presentation (slide 19). Also, people graduating from 

geoscience who’ve taken their program at Canadian universities are required to go 

through an Academic assessment. This is because geoscience has no equivalent to 

the Canadian Engineering Accreditation Board (CEAB) which oversees engineering 

programs and therefore, course content can vary somewhat from university to 

university. For more information on the Academic Requirements in Manitoba see: 

http://www.apegm.mb.ca/Assessment.html

Graduates of geoscience programs should also view the presentation at:

http://www.apegm.mb.ca/GeoAssessment.html 

I’m first going to describe the second step – which is  the Pre-Registration (or 

Experience) portion of the program. The Academic Assessment program is 

described after. 
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Email the office to request the link to the online Act, Bylaws and Code of Ethics test (ABC) 
test. Please provide your name, email address and mailing address and your APEGM 
number (if you have one). The office will enable the test link and email you your number if 
required. Log in and start your ABC test as soon as its convenient (but your application will 
not be processed without it, so don’t delay too long.)

Go to our website and download an application from www.apegm.mb.ca/MIT.html . If you’re 
a student from the University of Manitoba, please don’t wait for us to call. It will be up to you 
to apply once you have graduated. 

Another important point – once employed in Manitoba, it’s best not to delay. The APEGM 
pre-registration program is mandatory so it will be more difficult and more expensive to get 
credit for experience gained in Manitoba while outside the program. 

Next point – if you are planning to pursue further studies, be aware that it is usually 
possible to get experience credit for Master’s and PHd level project and thesis work – not 
course work, however. Therefore, if you’ve graduated from a CEAB accredited university 
and plan to continue into graduate studies, you should start the pre-registration program 
right away, rather than waiting to complete your post-graduate work. 

Final point – if you move or change your email address – let us know as soon as possible 
or preferably, use the new online system to change your address(es). Go to: 
http://www.apegm.mb.ca/MembersWebsite.html for instructions on how to log in to the 
‘members’ only website. 
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Once you’ve sent in your application and passed the ABC test, your file goes to our 
Registration Committee who reviews it, and if there are no further questions, you are 
accepted as a Member in Training (MIT).

At this point, you will have to comply with the requirements of the pre-registration program. 
You must obtain 48 months of experience (at least one year of which is in a Canadian 
environment), write the professional practice exam – this is a closed book exam on law and 
ethics in Canada - perform up to 48 hours of volunteer service and do up to 48 hours of 
professional development. Details on this program and what counts as volunteer service 
and professional development is available at the URL indicated above.

In the next slides, I’ll summarize some more of the features of the pre-registration program 
in Manitoba. 
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First of all, for every 6 months of experience you are required to submit a progress 
report and your supervisor must submit a corresponding supervisor report. These 
are now combined into one report which is described at the URL shown above. 

The way the progress reports work is this: the MIT has up to 2 months to submit for 
6 months of experience - this is what we call the 8 month rule: the report is 
timestamped when it comes into our office and we will consider any experience 
received 8 months prior (or less) to be “regular experience”.  Any experience prior to 
these 8 months will be subject to late penalties if you wish to have it counted. The 
lateness penalty only applies to MITs, not to their supervisors, so if you use the 
online system, APEGM will be able to see the date that YOU actually submitted. For 
details, please see the Types of Experience section at the above URL, including  
http://www.apegm.mb.ca/ExperienceTimelines.html 

Once a month, the Experience Review Committee reviews submitted reports, but 
they will only give credit for experience that has been verified by your supervisor, so 
it’s important to encourage your supervisor to complete the forms promptly. We will 
contact supervisors if necessary, at your request , in order to encourage them not to 
hold you up. 
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Some other features of the pre-registration program:

You must report on both your volunteer service activities and professional development 
activities. Examples of relevant volunteer and professional development activities are 
outlined at the URL above.

One question I get asked frequently is whether or not community based volunteer service 
can get counted. The answer is yes – and under the new rules of the pre-registration 
program up to 100% of the service may be community service (under the ‘old rules’ only 
50% could be counted). This is explained at the above URL. 

You must claim for your volunteer service and professional development hours ONLINE. 
Hours will not be approved until your next report is reviewed at a subsequent ERC meeting. 

Generally, the pre-registration program rules are fairly straightforward, but there are all 
kinds of different situations which can cause confusion. Because of this, I’ve prepared a set 
of frequently asked questions with the appropriate answers. Hopefully this will help to clarify 
some of the details of the program.
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